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SOCIALIST MATHEMATICS EDUCATION. Edited by Frank J. Swetz. 
1978. Burgundy Press, Southampton, PA 
Reviewed by Hans Freudenthal 
Institut Ontwikkeling Wiskunde Onderwijs 
Tiberdreef 4, Utrecht/Overvecht 
The Netherlands 
This book contains very little on history of any aspects of 
mathematics; its subject is education rather than history. The 
editor dedicated a few pages to sketching the influence of so- 
cial structure on mathematical research in the past, and the 
various reporters concerned with mathematical education in the 
Soviet Union, The GDR, the People's Republic of China, Yugoslavia, 
Sweden, Hungary, and Tanzania restricted the historical aspect to 
a few lines or pages-- the longest being that on Hungary. No 
specific philosophy of mathematics education is revealed in the 
various contributions, except perhaps in the Tanzanian one. Rather 
than the reality of mathematics education, the bureaucratic sys- 
tem is the main concern of the reporters. 
GESCHICHTE DER ELEMENTARMATHEMATIK. BAND 1: ARITHMHTIK UND 
ALGEBRA, 4th ed. By Johannes Tropfke. Edited by Kurt Vogel, 
Karin Reich, Helmuth Gericke. Berlin/New York; Walter de 
Gruyter, 1979. xiv + 742 pp. DM 184. 
Reviewed by Phillip S. Jones 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
"Tropfke" and "Cantor" (Moritz Cantor, Vorlesungen iiber 
Geschichte der Mathematik, 1900-1908) have been the encyclopedic 
surveys of the history of mathematics throughout the twentieth 
century. They were still to be consulted in the early stages 
of any historical study, even as they became less up to date. 
They had a number of common properties in addition to their 
almost biblical nature: namely, their tremendous wealth of re- 
ferences (the first three volumes of the third edition of Tropfke 
correspond to this new volume. They contained 3681 footnotes, 
mostly concise and bibliographical); their multivolume nature 
appearing over a substantial number of years; and the fact that 
their third editions were never completed. Their major differ- 
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